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A
s of May 1, Columbia Association (CA) and the Howard
County Department of Police have officially partnered in an

effort to help enhance public safety for residents in Columbia and

Howard County. The goal of this collaboration is to implement a
Public Safety Education Program that will
greatly benefit area residents by increasing
their knowledge of local safety issues and

concerns.
“Knowledge is power against crime, and there are many

things residents can do to prevent becoming a victim,” Chief
of Police William J. McMahon said. “We want to engage
residents and teach them to be proactive instead of reactive.”

The program will identify one public safety issue per month

in an ongoing initiative. Among other resources, look for
these messages on the Columbia Matters DVD loops at CA’s
three fitness facilities, on CAmonthly.org and in various police
department communications. Safety tips will also be available
on the new CA/Howard County Department of Police web
site at HowardCountySafety.org.

In addition to educating residents, CA President Phil Nelson

says that a key objective of this partnership is to get other

local organizations involved in the Public Safety Education

Program. “The more organizations we have communicating
these crime prevention messages, the more opportunity we’ll have to enhance our
community by keeping our residents alert and safe,” Nelson stated.

To kick-off this partnership, we present you with the first round of public safety
tips. To view the complete list, log on to CAmonthly.org and click on “Pathway
Safety” or visit HowardCountySafety.org.
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2 Who is Columbia’s 
cutest canine?

3 CA Outdoor Pools Open
Memorial Day Weekend!

4 Be A Part Of It! 
Community Events

web
extras
Log on to CAmonthly.org
for these additional features:

Nutrition Q&A: 
Artificial Sweeteners

International Day Vendor
Applications Available

Photo Diary of CA’s 
Dog Day Afternoon

Expanded Village
Events Calendar

Events at CA

Columbia     
Matters

THIS MONTH ON

Learn how j-ref, a not-for-profit
small business financier, is
assisting small businesses
and entrepreneurs

Find out about Howard County
Library’s programs for seniors

Preview the upcoming 
Columbia Home Tour

Discuss CA’s collaboration 
with the Howard County
Department of Police; and 
much more

COLUMBIA MATTERS AIRS:

Mon, 11am, 4pm, 7pm • Sat, 8:30pm

Comcast channel 96
Verizon channel 41
Tue & Thu, 10am, 2pm, 6pm

Comcast channel 98
Mon, 10:30am • Tue, 7:30am
Wed, 8am & 7pm • Thu, 7:30am
Fri, 8am, 7pm • Sat, 10am • Sun, 11pm

Comcast channel 99 & Verizon channel 44
Visit ColumbiaMatters.org to watch
this month’s episode online.

Bringing Organizations 
Together to Benefit 
Area Residents

COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION TO COLLABORATE WITH

HowardCounty
Department of

POLICE Pathway Safety
Howard County’s pathways and parks are

popular destinations for residents who

want to take a walk, ride a bike or just

enjoy the scenery. But residents should

be aware that criminals sometimes take

advantage of the secluded nature of these

pathways. Howard County police

want you to know there are steps

you can take to avoid becoming a

victim of crime.

Pathways are closed from

dusk until dawn. Do not use 

pathways after dark — it is 

against the law.

Familiarize yourself with the 

pathways, and know your 

route before you travel.

If traveling alone, tell family 

or friends where you are 

going and when you expect 

to return.

Howard County police patrol paths on

foot and bike during the day and night. If

you see suspicious activity, call the

anonymous tip line at 410-313-STOP.

If you see a crime in progress, call 911.

— Safety tips provided by the 
Howard County Department of Police

Knowledge is

power
against
crime,
and there are

many things

residents can

do to prevent

becoming a

victim.

Chief of Police
William J. McMahon
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View each month’s safety tips live, 

in-action at HowardCountySafety.org. 
Click on “Video Safety Tips.”




